JOHN MEIGS* ANCESTRY          ig

unseen distant hills. Something of that first
John Meigs, who in the seventeenth century
saved the regicides by his " speedy and unex-
pected going so early before day," may have
lived again in the strong son of the ninth
generation, who in his different world could
show a vigor and an impetuous energy like
his ancestor of the older day. The spirit of
that second John Meigs, too, the sturdy
brother of Concurrence and Tryal, and deacon
of the church in Guilford, may have helped
to fashion that inmost fibre of loyalty to re-
ligious things which the last John Meigs, like
the earlier one, possessed. To men like these,
and to women who were the wives and
mothers, on both sides of his house, if less
traceably yet not less really than to his father
and mother, he owed the qualities that came
to him at his birth.

On his mother's side also, John Meigs' an-
cestry linked him with New England. His
mother's name was Mary Moulton Gould.
Her father, William Ripley Gould, who could
trace his descent back to the Bradfords and
Brewsters of the first Plymouth Colony, was
born and brought up in Sharon, Connecticut,
and before he was ready to enter college he
became engaged to Eunice York, of Tor ring-
ton. She would not marry him, though, until
he had finished his education, and so thearrival of the first, to check the rejoicing of
